





All children are entitled to equal education ; all adults, to equal property ; and all mankind, to equal privileges. 
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VOL. I. 


WORKING MEN’S MEETING. 
At a numerous Meeting of Mechanics and 

other Working Men of the City of New 

York, held pursuant to public notice, at 

Wooster street Military Hall, on Monday 

the 19th day of October instant, Issac 

OpELL was called to the Chair, and Wit1- 

uiam G. Titov and R. D. Owen were 

appointed Secretaries. Whereupon a re- 

port and resolutions were handed in by J. 

C. Stanley, Chairman of the Committee 

of Fifty, appointed by a very large meet- 

ing of Mechanics and working men, held 
at the Bowery Long Room, on the 28th 
of April last; which Report and Resolu- 
tions, after having been read, were unani- 
mously adopted, and are as follows: 
The Committee of Fifty, beg leave to Report 
to their Fellow Citizens: 

That since the date of their appointment 
at the Bowery Long Room, on the 28th of 
April last, they have not failed to watch over 
your interests, and to seek after the means of 
promoting and securing them, with all the 
zeal and intelligence which it falls to their 
lot to feel and to possess. 

But who is able to protect the poor? Who 
is able to devise the means of shielding them 
from oppression? Who is able to defend 
them from commands to pérform toil beyond 
the strength of nature to support?) Who is 
able to obtain for them the just reward for 
this toil, whenever it shall have been per- 
formed? Who is able to secure to any one 
the opportunity of performing well rewarded 
toil, whenever he shall desire it? 

These are questions which it is important 
to answer, and which, as your Committee 
believe, if they are answered truely, cannot 
fail to point to a remedy.for every thing in 
the shape of oppression upon those who 
perform the labor that supports the whole 
human race. 

But if the poor are to be protected, it is 
not your Committee who is able to do it. 
It depends upon a power greater than any 
which they can pretend to possess. IT 
DEPENDS UPON THE POOR THEM- 
SELVES. They, and they only, have the 
remedy in their own hands. THEY, AND 
THEY ONLY, HAVE THE POWER 
TO APPLY IT. 

Yet it is possible that your Committee 
may be able to say, what this remedy should 
be, and to give that advice which may be 
proper in its application. If they may flat- 
ter themselves, that they are in no danger of 
mistake in these respects, they will consider 
themselves more fortunate than they had any 


right to expect. 
What thea ts ctre narure OT The case, Ie 


first and deep seated cause, of all the op- 
pressions that, in every country and in every 
age, are heaped upon the poor? If your 
Committee may be allowed to answer, and 
make that answer applicable to the condition 
of England, about the year 1066, they think 
they will be able to do it with peculiar force. 

At this period, William the Conqueror 
snbdued the English nation. He dispos- 
sessed the former owners of the soil, and 
made a new appropriation in its stead. To 
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For then, no man, in order to satisfy hunger, 
would be compelled to labor for another with 
an. exertion of body, such as a task master 
should please to prescribe. 

If, then, your committee understand them- 
selves, they see that when government ap- 
propriates unequally, the only property which 
it has, when it begins to exist, that is, the 
soil of the state; it then lays the foundation 
of oppression, such as you, and men of your 
description in all countries, now suffer. He 
who receives more than would fall to his share 
by an equal allotment, becomes, by that very 
act, and not by any merit of his own, the rich 
man; he who receives less, or none at all, 
the poorman. If, now the latter require food, 
fire, elothing, or dwelling, how is he to ob- 
tainthem? Raise for me, says the rich man, 
two bushels of wheat, and you shall have one. 
Make two fires for me, and one shall be yours. 
Prepare two garments for me, and one shall 
clothe you. Erect two dwellings, and one 
shall protect you from the inclemency of the 
seasons, and beto youa home. These, and 
such as these, are the terms on which, only, 
it is possible for the poor to provide for their 
wants. It is thus that these same wants are 
the allies and strong friends of the rich; it 
is thus also, that, if things are now on their 
right basis, they are the enemies of the poor, 
since they compel them to sell themselves 
as slaves to their oppressors. For he, in all 
countries is a Slave, who must work more far 
anoiher than that other must work for him. 

It does not matter how this state of things 
is brought about; whether the sword of vic- 
tory hew down the liberty of the captive, and 
thus compel him to labor for his conqueror, 
or whether the sword of want extort our con- 
sent, as it were, toa voluntary slavery. through 
a denial to us of the materials of nature, 
which are the common and equal right 
of all, and are indispensable to our happi- 
ness and even existence. 

Nor, although your committee have ap- 
plied their reasoning to the condition of 
England, is it less applicable to the origin 
of property in this state. Whoever consults 
its history, will find the first appropriation of 
its soil to have been as enormously unjust 
and unequal as it was in England nearly 
eight hundred years ago. The ancestors of 
of the Van Renssellaers, the Delanceys; the 
Schuylers, the Cuylers, the Cortlandts, the 
Stuyvesants, the Tenbrooks, the Beekmans, 
the Livingstons, &c. &c. were those who 
engrossed a very great part of this state, to 
the almost entire exclusion of the remainder 
of the population. And that your commit- 
tee may not seem to exaggerate, they will 
state that the first named of those gentlemen 
received at the hands of government more 
than three hundred thousand acres of the 
(ace Or -eWeURy TOE THER oy BY La ekty! 
four broad, and of which Albany is the centre. 

Your committee, therefore, feel that all 
human society, our own as well as every 
other, is constructed radically wrong; that 
in the first foundation of government in this 
state the division of the soil should have 
been equal, at least, among families;. and 
that provision should have been made (if 
property must descend in a family line) that 
it should descend in an equal manner, in- 
stead of having been placed at the disposal 





700 of his subjects, whom he designated by | 
the title of barons, he gave the whole soil of | 


of the caprice of testators. ‘They even go 
farther, and say, as their opinion, that inas- 


England; while the entire remainder of the | much as the people resident on the soil, at 
nation had no earthly possession whatever! ithe first formation of our government, had 


° x ‘ | 
Is it then a matter of astonishment if we 
find these barons, these unjust possessors of | 


a soil, which the tongue of reason and jus- | diate successors the same right. 


tice must say, OF RIGHT, BELONGED 


EQUALLY TO ALL, visiting oppression | 
upon the poor?’ We say oppressions. We 
speak of more than one. 
pression that was practised, was inflicted on 
those who were denied their equal right of 
soil, or, in lieu thereof, some ample equiva- 
lent. When this first act was consumma- 
ted, it is easy to see how others must follow. 
For inasmuch as man cannot exist without 
food; nor be comfortable without fire, nor 
have health without raiment and protection 
from the incleméncy of the seasons; all 
these, if the poor are to have them at all, 
are to be purchased of those to whom the 
world is thus unjustly and arbitrarily assign - 
ed by those who have been thus atrociously 
and barbarously robbed of the rights of na- 
ture! 

Your Committee aim only to speak to the 
heart and to the understanding. ‘They dis- 
claim every thing like rhetorical flourish; 
because they feel themselves above any dis- 
ingenuous artifice,of the. kind; and because 
they feel, also, that the interests of their 
constituents may be supported with more 
energy and effect, without it, than with it. 
But they cannot forbear to say, that where- 
ever government is organized upon such 
unjust and unequal principles as were es- 
tablished in England by William.the Con- 
queror, and as have prevailed there ever 
since, that the Almighty in vain for the 
poor has made the water to gush from its 
fountain, vegetation to flourish on the sur- 
face of the earth, and created the treasures 
of the quarry and the mine, since, before 
any of these can be applied to the benefit of 
the poor, these Jatter must enter into treaties 
of bondage with their oppressors, to pay a 
price for that which the’ Supreme created 
alike for all. 

With this view of the subject before them, 
your committee think, that we are not to be 
surprized that the rich oppress.the poor; for 
this oppression is only a natural and inevita- 
ble effect of such an organization of society. 
To expect any other, would be as unreason- 
able, as it would be to expect that bodies, 
which had been thtown up into the atmos- 


phere, should not descend again to tl:e earth. 


The truth is, as it seems to your commit- 
tee. the great evil whith we have to complain 
of, is, that there are any poor adtalil. If these 
did not exist, and it were not absurd to sup- 
pose at the same time, the existence of the 


rich, oppression could not be practised at all. 


For the first op- | 


equal right thereto, as individuals, not as 
members of families..so also had their imme- 
But this 
has never been accorded to them; nay, even 
the families themselves of the first-settlers, 
as we have seen, had nothing of equality 
existing between them; and, as a certain 
andenatural result, we see thousands of our 
people of the present day in deep distress 
and poverty, dependent for their daily sub- 
sistence upon a few among us whom the un- 
natural operation of our own free and repub- 
lican institutions, as we are pleased to call 
them, has thus arbitrarily and barbarously 
made enormously rich. 

But though, as your committee believe, it 
is to this unnatural and unequal organiza- 





tion of society that we are to look for the 
prime source of all our oppressions; of that 
which placéS over us task masters, with power 
to require unreasonable toil; with power to 
withhold an adequate recompense; with 
power to deny employment altogether ; and 
thus inflict upon us untold suffering ;—still 
your committee are sensible that this foun- 
tain of your distresses is not to be dried up 
but by’a revolution; a civil revolution, it is 
true, since three hundred thousand freemen 
in this state have the power, through their 
votes at the ballot boxes, to bring it about, 
without resorting, as most other countries 
must do, to the use of the bayonet. 

But although your committee are sensible 
that, until a revolution take place, such as 
shall leave behind it no trace of that govern- 
ment which has denied to every buman be- 
ing AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF PRO- 
PERTY ON ARRIVING AT THE 
AGE OF MATURITY, and previous there- 
to, EQUAL’ FOOD, CLOTHING, AND 
INSTRUCTION AT THE PUBLIC EX- 
PENSE, nothing can save the great mass of 
the community from the evils under which 
they now suffer ; still they are also sensible, 
approaching as we are the eve of oneof our 
annual elections, that there is an opportunity 
offered us of abating, of assuaging, of pre- 
venting the Gagrcuaten of our calamities; 
by resorting to the polls, and there electing, 
if we can, men who, from their own suffer- 
ings, know how to feel for ours, and who, 
from consanguinity of feeling, will be dis- 


posed to do all they can to afford a remedy. 
Against BANKING INSTITUTIONS, 


as being, next to the original unequal appro- 
priation and transmission to posterity of the 
soil of the state, the greatest cause of your 
present unhappy condition, it will be of the 








| utmost consequence to your welfare, to point 


the artillery of your suffrage. 


borrow. They must borrow. 
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It is to these, even when they are not per- 
verted from the purposes for which they are 
declared to be instituted, that you are to 
look for an abundant source of your suffer- 
ings. Let your committee be understood. 
They mean to say that banks, even when 
they fulfil the intentions for which they are 
said to be ercated—when even they are sol- 
vent to the very last hour of their existence, 
are the cause of more calamity to the pub- 
lic than when they defeat these intentions by 
the most flagitious and unprincipled insol- 
vencies. ‘They mean emphatically to de- 
clare, that those banks which have become 
‘*broken,” as the term is, have done less in- 
jury to the community, than if they had con- 
tinued their operations, until the expiration 
of their charters, and had then been renewed, 
or had their places supplied by new ones. 
In other words, it is only saying, that it is 
better for the public to be robbed, at once, 
of a certain definite and great sum, and after 
that to be robbed no more, than it is to suf- 
fer daily in small sums, and this continued 
for ever! c 

But yourcommittee, in that respect to you 
and themselves which is due to both, instead 
of relying upon assertions, or expecting you 
to rely upon them, will appeal to facts. 
They will appeal to official facts; such as 
even the banks themselves have furnished. 
In February and March, 1828, (these are 
the last returns in the power of-your com- 
mittee to obtain,) they reported their condi- 
tion to the legislature ; and from those re- 
ports the following statement of their gene- 
ral condition has been made and published 
to the community. 

The Banks in the City of New York, ac- 
cording to their own reports of February 
and March, 1828. 
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$39,357, 
222,396 
66,806 
79,078| do 
45,754| do 
184.610} do 
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$446, 186 
1,200,317 
| 513,11 

| 635,952 


Tradesman’s Bank 
Merchants’ Bahk 
City Bank of N. ¥. 
Pheenix Bank 
Union Bank 
Bank of America 
Mechanics’ Bank 
Bank of New York* | 1,837,867} 99,978) do 13 
Bank Dry Dock Com.| 224,878) °14,736) do 15 
Total 


6,697, /28| 945,829 |I for 7 
Banks of the State out of the City of New 


York. 
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Name of the’ Bank. 
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N. Y. State Bank, at 
Albany 

Bank of Albany 

Mechanics & Farmers 
Bank (Albany) 

Farmers’ Bank, Troy 

Bank of Troy 

Jefferson County Bank 


. Total 
(add) B. U.S. & Br’s, 


509,500 


30,976) 
292,480 


30,261 


26,000} do 35 
11,660} do 19 
423,106} + 10,533) do 40 

14,113| do 8 


113,466) 1 3} 

~ 2,505, 104 | 123, 5431 for 

| 291-3 
22 in No. (see report, 
Jan. 1, 1829) 38,115,492/5,815,821; do 64 

Average of paper for specie, 9 to 1. 

So that it appears, that even these fifteen 
banks only, out of more than fifty, which the 
state contains, are, from year’s end to year's 
end, continually indebted to the public for 
$9,202,832 


— 
- 
= 

nd 
a 





a. 
° 
© 





933,469 
233,085] 








While they have, or can have, by 
any possibility whatever, specie 
only to the amount of 1,069,372 
Leaving abalanceagainstthemof 8,133,460 
And on which (such is the system of laws 
under which we live) they pay not one cent 
of ‘interest! 

Fellow citizens, the grievance that op- 
presses you is this: that while the commu- 
nity pays interest on more than nine millions, 
which they borrow of these banks; the banks 
themselves, who are indebted to you, in the 
sum of more than eight millions, pay nat 
one cent of interest in return! The lan- 
guage of these banking charters is, the public 
shall pay interest on their debts; but the 
banks shall not! 

It is of no use to say the public need not 
There is no 
alternative, For although, before any banks 
are created, there is every opportunity to 
borrow gold and silver (for this only is money) 
of private persons who haveit; yet afterbanks 
are created, all this gold and silver, or nearly 
so, is placed underthe control of some dozen 
or fifty squads of bank directofs ; and he who 
wants money, (and who does not?) must go 
to these same directors, and there borrow, 
for example, eight or ten paper or pewter 
dollars, it matters not which, along with one 
of silver, and pay interest on all, or go with- 
out money altogether; since there is none 
to be had elsewhere. «If he go without mo- 
ney, he must take the hat, the shoe, or the 
eoat, which his industry has made, under 
his arm, and seek to exchange it for bread. 

Nor is it of any use to say that these paper 
dollars dre convertible into specie on de- 
mand. ‘They are not. 'They.are only pro- 
mised so to be. As well might you expect 
the paupers of our alms house to pay their 
debts at all, as to expect that the banks them- 
selves can pay theirs, before their debtors 
make payment; and this, wherever runs have 
been made upon them, so as to produce a 
stoppage of payment, has seldom taken less 
than two or three years. 

The result, then, as it appears to your 
committee, of all banking machinery, as it 

* This bank owe moreover, $973,200 to sundry 
individuals, payable inthe year 1880, and borrowed 
without ‘collateral sneestty « at 5 percent. per annum 


t There are banks in states of New York and 
Pennsylvania, and even in Massachusetts, doing bu- 


which are liable to demands, at any moment, for 





300,000 dollars. . 





regards the case before us, is this; and no- 
thing less than this; to draw interest on more 
than NINE millions of dollars, when.t 
actually have but a trifle more than ON 
million af real money in their power to lend. 
A stockholder, in this way, thus draws fifty 
or sixty per cent. interest on his genuine 
money, while a private citizen would be pu- 
nished as a usurer, if he took more than seven ! 

But the evils of banking do not stop here. 
The promiscuous destruction which they dea! 
among our citizens, through insolvencies, 
falling, as it does, almost always upon the 
ignorant and the unwary, and, therefore, the 
defenceless and the helpless, is not one 
among the least of the calamities which .it 
visits upon the community. Your commit- 
tee add a list; an imperfect list, it is true, 
(since it contains less than the whole num- 
ber of those that have actually failed within 
a few years,) of ONE HUNDRED BRO- 
KEN BANKS in the United States; and 
they earnestly ask, if such a frightful number 
of bankruptcies be not an awful warning to 
our citizens to destroy all banking institu- 
tions whatever? 


Broken Banks. 
6 | Maryland 8 
8 | Dis. of Columbia. 3 
2 | Virginia 2 
4 | South Carolina 
12 | Ohio 


Maine 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 9 | Alabama 
Pennsylvania 20| Michigan 
Delaware 1 


1 
23 
4 
2 
Total, 100 
Besides many in Kentucky, Tennessee, Tn- 
diana, &c., but the number not named. 

But more yet is to be told of the evils of 
banking. There are no less than NINE 
HUNDRED and ELEVEN different kinds 
of counterfeit notes, from five hundred dol- 
lars to a single dollar, now or lately circula- 
ting among the citizens of the United States ; 
and these are particularly described and as- 
certained; besides a sufficient number, in 
addition, that are not so described, as, pro- 
bably, to amount to more than a thousand. 

Gentlemen, your committee are not able 
to state with any great certainty, the probable 
amount of which the citizens of this state are 
annually plundered by its monied institutions, 
as they are ironically called; yet, as your 
committee believe, it cannot be less than 
TWO MILLION of dollars. The amount 
of paper, (and it might as well be pewter.) 
which they have continually cireulating in 
the community, together with what they owe 
for deposits, and these over and above their 
specie money, cannot be less than from thirty 
to thirty-five million of dollars, the interest 
on which, false, fictitious, and counterfeit, 
as it truly is, amounts to the enormous sum 
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men, that this robbery falls wholly on you. 
For, although a man of wealth may be the 
one to borrow of the banks, for the purpose, 
for example, of building houses, yet it is not 
he who will pay the interest; it is the tenants 
who will occupy these houses, and not their 
landlord. A 

It is for you, then, gentlemen, to throw off 
the monster that now strangles your happi- 
ness. Abolish these banks, and yourselves 
and your children will no more be robbed of 
two millions of dollars annually. Abolish 
these banks, and you will no more be plun- 
dered of your hard earnings, by the breaking 
of more than ONE HUNDRED of these 
institutions, every few years. Abolish these 
banks, and more than a THOUSAND kinds 
of counterfeit bank notes will cease to deso- 
late the land. Such is the advice which 
your committee venture to recommend to 
your most serious consideration ; nor do they 
doubt that you will coincide with them, in 
the necessity there appears to be, to send 
men to Albany, at the ensuing election, of 
your own views and stations in life. Let 
them, then, be nominated by this great meet- 
ing, in a frank, open and manly manner, and 
if elected, let them do all in their power to 
demolish banking institutions altogether.— 
Failing in this, let them then use their exer-- 
tions to have the banks compelled, at short 
and stated periods, to pay over to the state 
treasury, (and that, too, in nothing but gold 
or silver,) for the benefit of public education 
and other public uses, all the mterest they 
receive on loans they make over and above 
their specie capital actually paid in. 

Under this arrangement it will happen, 
that if, as now, they draw out of the commu- 
nity two millions of dollars, annually, as in- 
terest on their paper emissions, they will pay 
it back again to the public authority, and 
thus, in part, undo the mischief they have 
done. 

But still there would be muchof evil re- 
maining, in the danger o: bankruptcies, and 
the floods of counterfeit money, which would 
still continue to deluge the land. Both of 
these evils would be greatly lessened. if pro- 
vision were also made to prohibit the banks 
from issuing any small notes. In Pennsyl- 
vania, no notes, (foreign or other,) Jess than 
five dollars, are allowed to be, or are circu- 
lated. In France, as we are told, where, 
among thirty-two millions of people, there 
are less than twenty thousand voters, and 
where, as a consequence of this mockery of 
suffrage, we might naturally expect very little 
care avould be felt by the aristocracy, fur the 
welfare of the poor, even there the smallest 
bank note that circulates, (and this in the in- 
terior,) is about fifty dollars, while in Paris, 
and the chief commercial cities. the smallest 
bill is a little less than one hundred dollars. 

By thus restricting the nominal amount 
of the bills which they may issue, you di- 
minish, in some measure, the danger of bank- 
ruptcies, and the evils consequent upon coun- 


terfeit money ; but still your committee have 





siness on less than 8,000 dollars in specie; some of 


one recommendation to suggest, and it is 
this; that, as is the case in some parts of 
Holland, Amsterdam particularly, the direc- 
tors of all our banks should be chosen by the 
public authority, (not by the stock holders, ) 
sworn to do their duty, and punishable as 
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felonsifthey do not. Thus will our citizens 
have much more of protection against the 
danger of broken banks, than they can have 
under any other circumstances; and this 
wholesome Control over these institutions, it 
should be the duty of your delegates to Al- 
bany to strive to oltain for their constituents, 
if you should be able to elect the men of 
your choice. Nor would it, in the opinion 
of your committee, be an objection to this 
proper and wholesome supervision of the 
banks, if such a modification should result 
in the praetice, as it is in Amsterdam, of the 
depositors making loans to borrowers, inftead 
of the directors doing it. In such case, the 
directors would be responsible officers for 
the safe keeping of gold and silver, and, if 
public opinion defnanded it, for issuing a 
paper representative of it, of precisely the 
same nominal value. Inasmuch as then the 
paper emissions would only be equal to the 
specie in the bank, and as the former is more 
convenient in some respects than the latter, 
it would then bear a premium, instead of 
being, as it is now, at a discount. 

Now, that your committee have exhibited 
to you the robberies which the banking aris- 
tocracy have inflicted, and are daily inflicting 
upon you, they wish you to Jook at another 
set of plunderers. They disclaim all party 
views when they come to speak of anctions. 
As between men, whosé business of their 
whole lives it is to buy and to sell, they feel 
no interest; they care not who obtains most. 
or least of the commercial patronage of the 
community, so that the equality of the laws 
is maintained. But this is not the case, ’ 
and, as a consequence, we have official facts, 
which, taken in connection with other facts, 
go to prove that a single dozen of auctioncers 
receive of this community, over and above 
all their expenses, more than half a million 
of dollars annually, for their personal services. 
The returns made last winter to the legisla- 
ture at Albany, show that the following per- 
sons, holding auctioneer’s commissions, re- 
ceived the sums opposite to their names, over 
and above the duties paid to the state. 

D. Austen,......cccss cece ++ $142,428 46 
M. Van Schaick,.......+++.++.130,242 
T. W. Pearsall,... ... ccseccce. 78.281 
R. Lawrence, .....+seeee+ e+ + +3S,099 
I. Fellows, .....+.0cceeeeve es «28.645 
A. G. Thomson,......++00+-+ -26,774 
0. PRaO betty i oes ac cone sd sewed e seme 
W. Timpson, ....0-.eseee e000 + 19,654 
H. C. Beach,......cec0eee0+e 219,170 
L. M. Hoffman,.........+++++-17,006 
A. W. Bleecker,......+..00++-12,364 
T. Tripler, .occccevineseccsecs 80,796 





Among 12 $540,637 





The average is, $45,053 


US Toregoing commissions were all re- 
ceived on the sale or Joreign goods, and on 
which a duty of one and a half per cent. was 
paid to the state. On domestic goods and 
produce, &c. &c. no duty is paid, and no 
returns, therefere, are made to the state. But 
the auctioneer’s commissions are the same, 
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and in the opinion of good judges, amount 


to considerably more -than sufficient to pay 
their whole annual expenses of house rent, 
clerk hire, &c., so that the result of the fore- 
going official statement is, that a single auc- 
tioneer of this city, receives annually, six 
times as much money for his services, as 
does the President of the United States! ! 
Your committce.do not doubt that you 
will agree with them, in the necessity there 
is, to break down these auction monopolies 
altogether: or, failing in an effort to do this, 
to compel them to hand over to the treasury 
of the state, all that any auctioneer shail 
make by his commissions, over an amount 
such as is sufficient to pay all his expenses, 
and to give him a reasonable compensation 
for his services. No more auctioneers then 
would obtain commissions than would be ne- 
cessary to do all the business. 
While now your committee are speaking 
of the exactions of chartered monopolists, 
they cannot forbear to mention as instances 
of robberies of the people of a similar kind, 
though not of the same oppressive magnitude, 
the Brooklyn Ferry Companies, and the 
New York Gas Light Company.” The form- 
er receive prices, at a rate, such as would 
give the Albany boats, if they charged pro- 
portionably, more than twenty dollars for a 
passage to Albany; whereas, we all know 
that fair and equal competition on the Hud- 
son river has reduced the price to a twentieth, 
nay, even to a fortieth part of that sum. It 
is well known to many, that the Brooklyn 
ferry charters thus rob the labors of many an 
honest mechanic, who crosses the river for 
his daily employment, every year of money 
more than sufficient to pay a quarter’s rent. 
And as to the New York Gas Light Com- 
pany, the dividends they are enabled to make 
by the extortion they practise on the com- 
munity, is- something like ten or twelve per 
cent. Whenif their charter was taken away, 
other capitalists would be glad to receive five 
or six, and to furnish gas to their customers 
at a correspondingly reduced price. 
Your committee recommend, then, that at 
the ensuing election you undertake to elect 
men who will endeavor to repeal all charters 
of whateverkind they may be. Governments 
have as good a right to say who may, and whe 
may not, borrow bank paper, as they have to 
say, who may, and who may not, tssue it. 
They have as good a right to say, who may, 
and who may not, buy at auction, as or | 
hava to say, who may, and who may not, sell. 
They have the same right to say, who may, 
and who may not, cross at a ferry, as they 
have to say, who may, and who may rot, 
carry passengers. They have the same right 
to say, Who may, and who may not, burn gas 


light, as they have to say, who may, and who 


may not, prepare it and sell it to others t 


burn. All these are self evident—and being 
so, those who pretended to give, had no right 
to give the charters in question; and those - 
who received, had no right to receive; and 





it is, therefore, wholly proper to take them 
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| * After the first of January next, it is well for our 


away. There are people, who, from not re-|thetwenty, and prevent them from doing what, 
if they were all in one house, they would, 
and ought to be able to do. And if a ma- 
they are, as such persons think, a species of | jority of each body can be obtained in each 
body, it is exactly the same thing as if all 
the legislation was done in one house, and 
there is no occasion for two. 

“Your committee conceive, that it is a very 
simple thing to make a good government. 
Let the officers be chosen, all of them, by 
Let them be elected to short 
Let them decide by ma- 
jority. Let them be paid a reasonable sum 
for their services, so that poor men, and men 
in the middle ranks of life, may be eligible. 
Let information of their proceedings go forth 
daily and fully to the people, and you will 
not fail to have your public affairs well mana- 
ged; not to perfection, it is true, because man 
himself is not perfect; but as near it as you 
can reasonably expect, or desire. 

Thus far have your committee spoken of 
the evils that oppress and threaten to oppress 
They have all had relation to our own 
internal affairs only. Yet it may be said, as 
regards national affairs, that had a wiser 
government felt for the happiness of the labor- 
ing classes, more than it appears to have done, 
thirty millions of dollars, annually, chiefly 
sent to England, that fation which has ever 
been the enemy of this, might have been 
given to the artizans, mechanics, and laborers 
of the United States, and would have greatly 
alleviated the public distresses. - 

With this observation your committee beg 
leave to offer the following resolutions. 
Resolved, That it has become the duty of 
the people to enquire into the causes of their 
distresses, and to express their opinions in 
relation thereto. 

Resolved, In the opinion of this meeting, 
that the first and unequal appropriation of the 
soil of the state to private and exclusive pos- 
session, was eminently and barbarously un- 


flecting, think nobody has a just moral right 
to take these charters away, inasmuch as 


property. But whenevera legislature repeals 
a charter, no property is taken away from any 
one. Nothing more is done, than that the 
restriction which prevented a boatman, for 
example, from carrying passengers, is taken 
off, and he left at liberty to follow an honest 
occupation for his livelihood. ‘The fetter is 
loosed from the citizen—and this is the whole 
operation of anfulling any charter. : 

Church property is exempt from taxation, 
as also the property of priests not exceeding 
fifteen hundred dollars: This, yourcommit- 
tee conceive is a species of charter opera- 
tion, since it compels the tax paying portion 
of the community to be saddled with heavier 
taxes, than if none were unjustly exempted, 
or than if none unjustly availed themselves 
oftheexemption. Against this abuse of your 
rights, your committee recommend you to 
direct your suffrages at the ensuing election. 

Thus much for privileges and charters as 
theyggo to plunder the community of their 
hat earned wealth. Your committee would 
now bring to your notice the fact that last 
winter at Albany, your legislature repealed 
your electoral law, and ordered you to vote 
hereafter by general ticket for presidential 
electors. ‘The effect of this repeal is, to 
make it necessary for a great state caucus to 
assemble at the centre of the state, to fix upon 
electoral candidates, and thus to remove far 
from the people, the power to nominate for 
themselves in an understanding manner, as 
they can when they are permitted to do it by 
districts. Your committee can scarcely ima- 
gine a more gross and flagrant insult than has 
thus been offered, not only to public opinion, 
but to public suffrage; for it is only two or 
three years since a majority of six or eight 
thousand of our citizens decided in favor of 
the district system. Your committee, there- 
fore, believe it to be consistent with your 
rights and your interests, that the district 
system should be replaced, and that an effort 
be made to restore it accordingly. 

Hamanity pleads for the abolition of all 
Jaws for imprisonment fordebt. 'Toimprison 
all his property, that is to dispossess the 
debtor of it, is surely all that justice can re- 
quire. ‘To contend for it on the ground that 
the debtor thereby may be compelled to give 
up that which it can only be suspected he has, 
is to bring back the inquisition with its tor- 
tures; and at this, the enlightened spirit of 
the age revolts. It is the advice, therefore, 
of your committee, that the accomplishment 
of this object,-as far as they may be able, shall 
be one of the requisitions you will make on 
the men who shall represent you, if you shall 
succeed in electing any such.* 

Your committee would now speak of a 
LIEN LAW, for the protection of the in- 
terests of numerous classes of our citizens. 
It is believed, from information that your 
committee consider as substantially correct, 
that three or four hundred thousand dollars 
are, directly or indirectly, lost every year, to 
the industrious classes of this city and its 
vicinity, for the want of it. 

It is not expedient, perhaps, here to go 
into a discussion of the details of any such 
lien law, as your committee propose ; but 


it is well to say, that it ought to cOVer 48 
much ground asc pacsible. He who loads 


every table with its food, elothes every back 
with garments, builds every house that man 
inhabits, cannot surely have too much secu- 
rity that the little compensation for his labor, 
which his necessities make him consent to 
receive, shall be forthcoming and paid to him 
without the slightest loss. | 

‘That the first lien law, which your efforts | 
may enable you to obtain, and which is in- 
tended to have effect only on buildings, and 
the materials furnished and labor done for 
them, may be imperfect, it is reasonable to 
expect. In Pennsylvania, a struggle was, 
for a long time, made to obtain it for the 


builders and other citizens of Philadelphia. } 


They, however, finally succeeded. Lien laws 
were afterwards extended to other parts of 
the state, and finally throughout the whole 
extent of it. And even now, as we may see 
by the Philadelphia papers, they are making 
an effort, and that for the first time, too, to 
elect men of their own description to go to 
their legislature ; and, among other things 
for their benefit, to render the lien law stil] 
more perfect. Your committee feel, there- 
fore, that it will require nothing at their hands, 
to be said, to induce you to send men to 
Albany who will see to your interests, instead 
of comnitting your destinies to those who 
seek only for an opportunity to plunder you 
by banking and other charters and privileges ; 
and in addition thereto to enjoy the emolu- 
ments of office. 

If it were not that your commiitee know 
that they are addressing citizens who feel as 
anxious to preserve and promote their own 
interests and welfare, as any others can, 
they would fear that their report might be 
considered long and tedious. But long as 
it is, and full of representations of oppressions 
which now bear you down to the earth, as 
it were, they are sensible that it contains but 
a small pertion of them. Your committee, 
however, do not propose to extend the list 
further. Yet they think it will be but justice 
to themselves and to you, to state, that in 
their apprehension, attempts are making to 
increase, still more, the power of the aris- 
tocracy over you. Allusion is here made to 
the proposal to fasten on our citizens two 
legislative chambers, by incorporating them 
into our city government. 

Your committee are opposed to two cham- 


the people. 
terms of service. 


Resolved, 'That it was substantially feudal 
in its character, inasmuch as those who re- 
ceived enormous, because they were unequal, 
possessions, were lords, and those who re- 
ceived little or nothing, were vassals. 
Resolved, That hereditary transmission of 
wealth on the one hand, and poverty on the 
other, has brought down to the present ge- 
neration all the evils of the feudal system, 
and that this, in our opinion, is the prime 
source of all our calamities. 

Resolved, ‘That these calamities have been 
greatly aggravated and increased by a legis- 
lation which has employed all its energy to 
create and sustain exclusive privileges ; and 
that among the objects of such privileges, 
banking institutions stands most conspicu- 


Resolved, That these institutions, as it re- 
gards our own State, stand constautly indebt- 
ed to the public, according to the best of our 
information, in the. sum of THIRTY or 
THIRTY-FIVE MILLIONS of dollars. 
Resolved, If they are to be suffered to re- 
main among us, that they ought no less to 
pay interest on the debt they owe to the com- 
munity, than that the community itself should 
pay interest on any debt it may owe them. 
Resolved, As banking is now conducted, 
the owners of the banks receive annually, of 
the people of this state, not less than two 
URS CLP HE SAS dP GLH OR (Bel RARE 
money, ) for which there is and can be nothing 
provided for its redemption on demand. 
Resolved, In this view of the matter, that 
the greatest knaves, imposters, and paupers 
of the age, are our bankers ; who swear they 
have promised to pay to their debtors thirty 
or thirty-five millions of dollars ON DE- 
MAND, at the same time that they have, as 
they also swear, only three, four, or five mil- 
lions to do it with. 

Resolved, Fhat more than ONE HUN- 
DRED BROKEN BANKS, within a few 
years past, admonish the community to de- 
stroy banks altogether. 

Resolved, That more than a thousand 
kinds of counterfeit bank notes, from five 
hundred dollars down to a single dollar, give 
double force to the admonition. 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the 
United States declares, among other things, 
that no state shall emit bills of credit; and 
that, in the opinion of this meeting, all our 
banking institutions are palpable 
tions of that instrument; since if the state, 
of itself, have not power to emit such bills, 
it cannot have the power to authorize others 


Resolved, According to information deriv- 
ed from official sources, that one auctioneer 
in this city, puts into his pocket for his year’s 
services, over and above all expenses, more 
than ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS! 
times as great as the salary of the President 
of the United States. 

Resolved, That the average salary of 
twelve of these auctioneers exceeds, in the 
same manner, fifty thousand dollars a year 


Resolved, That the exactions of our bank- 
ing institutions, and of our auctioneer and 
other monopolists, are a rapacious and cruel 
plunder of the people. 

Resolved, ‘That until these augtion and 
other monopolies can be suppressed, the 
persons having interest in them, (as well as 
in the case of the banks,) ought to be com- 
pelled by law to pay over to the state, all the 
monies they make beyond their expenses,’ 
except so much as may be a reasonable re- 
ward for their persoaal services, or a just 
and moderate return for investments. 

Resolved, ‘That exemption is privilege, 














bers, because it will often happen that a mi- 
nority of the members, who compose both, 
although they be, as they will-be, chosen by 
the people, nevertheless, will overrule the 
majority. And this is highly antirepublican. 
Thus, the two chambers are to have each 
fourteen members, and as may often happen, 
the fourteen members of one house may all 
be in favor of the enactment of some new 
good law, or the repeal or modification of an 
old one that is oppressive on the people ; 
and six members, also, of the other house, 
may be of the same apinion, making twenty 
members iu all; yet, if eight only, of this 
other house, oppose it, these eight overrule 





hitizens to know, our jail limits are to be greatly re- 
‘dueed—Grand street probably being the line. “Our 
legislation is evidently retrograding into former bar- 
barisms, instead of improving to the advantage of 


and as such, the exemption from taxation 
of churches and church property, and ihe 
property of priests, to an amount not ex- 
ceeding fifteen hundred dollars, is a direct 
and positive robbery of the people. 

Resolved, 'That, so far as it goes, it is a 
connection of church with state; since the 
principle which would remit to a priest the 
taxes on his property, thus making a gift to 
him from the public treasury of that amount, 
might with equal propriety be extended to 
the payment of his annual salary. 


Resolved, In the opinion of this meeting, 
that not tess than three or four handred thou- 
sand dollars, are annually plundered from | ,. 
the useful and industrious classes of our ci- ding. 
tizens, for the want of a lien law on buil- 
dings; and that this is a full and sufficient 
reason why it ought to be granted. 


Resolved, As an insurmountable reason in 
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dustrious classes. 
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that it ought to be passed; as with it, the 
poor and industrious mechanic and laborer 
can have no power to injure the rich; but 
without it, the rich may, as they do, plunder 
the poor of their earnings without restraint. 
Resolved, 'That past experience teaches, 
that we have nothing to hope from the aris- 
tocratic orders of society ; and that our only 
course to pursue is, to send men of our own 
description, if we can, to the legislature at 


Resolved, That we will make the attempt 
at the ensuing election; and that asa pro- 
per step there to, we invite all those of our 
fellow citizens who live by their own labor, 
AND NONE OTHER, to meet us at Mil- 
itary Hall, Wooster stteet, on Friday, the 
23d day of October instant, at half past 7 
o’clock, then and there to nominate suitable 
persons for candidates for members of the 


Resolved, ‘That we consider such invita- 
tion and nomination in this open and pub- 
lic manner, to be respectful to the commu- 
 * regular and republican. 

_ Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions 
be publishedgand that twenty thousand co- 
pies of the foregoing report and resolutions 
be also published, with the signatures of our 
Chairman and Secretaries. 

ISAAC ODELL, Ch’n. 


R.D. Owen, pe'vien, 





At an adjourned meeting of the Mechanics 
and other Working Men, held at Wooster 
street Military Hall, on Friday évening, 
the 23d Oct., after the minutes of the last 
meeting had becn read and approved, the 
meeting proceeded to nominate persons 
as candidates for the Assembly and Senate, 
when the following resolutions were unani- 


Resolved, That the Committee of Fifty be 
directed to select out of the number just 
nominated for Assembly, the names of twen- 
ty-two persons who are willing to be candi- 
dates for the office, and report them for con- 
sideration at the next meeting. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, men of wealth, from the very nature of 
things, cannot feel, as they ought, the wants 


Resolved, As a consequence of this posi- 
tion, that the aristocracy, or men nominated 
by their influence, are unfit to be legislators 
for the great mass of the people. 

Resolved, In thé spirit of this sentiment, 
that we invite all men who live by ‘heir in- 
dustry in useful occupations, and who con- 
cur with us in its truth, to meet us at this 
place on Monday eveniag, at half past 7 
o'clock, to assist us in selecting, out of the 
candidates nominated at this meeting, such 
as will, in the Senate and Assembly, in our 
opinion, take care of the interests of the in- 


Resolved, 'That these resolutions be pub- 
lished. ISAAC ODELL, Ch'n. 


At an adjourned meeting of the Mechanics 
and other Working Men, held at Wooster 
street Military Hall, on Monday evening, 
Oct. 26, the meeting being organized, the 
FOTW “PIR PEON 
useful occupation, such as bankers, brokers, 
rich men, &c., not being invited here, be now 
respectfully invited to withdraw, and that five 
minutes be allowed for that purpose. 
Resolved, That any person wishing to ad-| _—. 
dress the meeting, shall, if jaaninatonls give | wish to know something of the value 
his name and occupation. 
The minutes of the last meeting were then 
read and accepted; when the Committee of 
Fifty reported twenty-two names out of the 
number nominated at the last meeting for 
Assembly, which, on motion, were written 
on slips of paper, folded up, put in a box, 
and (being well shaken at each ballot) drawn 
out one by one and submitted to the meet- 
ing, until a sufficient number were approved 
of to ¢omplete the ticket. 
were the names selected, which were unani- 
niously agreed to by the meeting, viz.— 
Alexander Ming, senior, Frederick Friend, 
Thomas Skidmore, Cornelius C. Blatchley, 
Robert M. Kerrison, Alden Potter, Amos 
Williamson, Ebenezer Whiting,Simon Clan- 
non, Ebenezer Ford, Benjamin Mott. 
The meeting then proceeded to nominate 
Senators; when, on motion, it was resolved 
to have one from Long Island and one from 
the city of New York. 
nominated for Long Island, and several being 
named for New York, the meeting pro- 
ceeded to the nomination in the same man- 
ner as for members of Assembly, and Ed- 
ward J. Webb received the nomination. 
Resolved, That the occupations of the can- 
didates nominated be placed on the adver- 
tisements, opposite their names. 
Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting be published. 

ISAAC ODELL, Ch’n. 
Jonn Turuitt, § Sec'ries. 
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| favor of a lien law, if there were no other, |confidence in the faction, to whom we by 


The following Address was delivered at 
the meeting of .working men, held at the 
Wooster street Military Hall, on Monday 
evening last, by Mr. Edward J. Webb, one 
of the working men’s candidates for the se- 


Fe.ttow Crrizens—For the welfare 
and happiness of the industrious class- 
es, the speaker feels the most thrilling 
anxiety. He will strenously endeavor 
to arouse your most serious attention, to 
some of the most glaring abuses, both 
in our state and city affairs; and will 
dispassionately set before you a portion 
of the existing evils that press so heavily 
on the industridus part of this commu- 
nity. Evils which, if not checked, must 
inevitably entail on you and your pos- 
terity misery the most appalling, and 
servitude the most abject and degra- 


An evil of the first magnitude is a 
servile dependance on, and attachment 
to, party; a majority of us having been 
educated and trained to place implicit 


” - mt 
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birth, habit, or accident, might severally 
belong.. Although ardently attached to 
our republican institutions, yet is the 
speaker fully persuaded that party spirit 
is not for the public good. And it isa 
lamentable fact, that scarcely a vestige 
remains of that noble disinterestedness 
which, like a summer sun, shone so glo- 
riously in the “times that tried men’s 
souls.” Ye hazard nothing by séarch- 
ing for it among the industrious clasess 
—ye know, by woeful experience, that it 
is entirely extinguished among the pri- 
vileged orders. All parties have become 
factions, seeking nought but sordid 
interest, and selfish aggrandizement ! 
While the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, that immortal evidence of the 
transcendant genius of a JEFFERSON, 13 
libelled by our practice, we give to the 
despots of Europe ample reason to re- 
joice, inasmuch as we are constantly 
approximating to the climax of their 
own governments. 
Much as we would inculcate a spirit 
of moderation, still is there a state of 
affairs now existing, both in our city 
and state governments, which, if we suf- 
fered to continue without an endeavor 
to stay the evil, forbearance would be- 
come a erime, and for our pusillanimity, 
should justly deserve the execrations of 
posterity. Can the people any longer 
stand silently by, while at the shuffle 
board of corruption, the political game- 
sters of the day barter and trade away 
their property and their rights. As 
muddy fountains cannot send forth 
clear streams, neither can corrupt le- 
gislators enact wholesome laws. - Can 
any honest man, conversant with pub- 
lic affairs, deny that a most shameful 
state of things is practised with impu- 
nity. Let him direct his mind only to 
the published accounts of lobby intri- 
gue at the Capitol, to state and city 
caucusing, and let him read the present 
humiliating particulars of ward meet- 
ings in our city newspapers, and he will 
be compelled to exclaim, “all flesh hath 
corrupted its way upon earth.” If such 
things are, is it not natural for us to en- 
quire, why are they sot Are “ we not 
a numerous people, active and laborious, 
yet we live in indigence ? Have we not 
thousands of acres of excellent land un- 
cultivated, yet we want employment? 
Who, then, is the secret enemy that 
devours us?” We answer, “raise a 
discriminating standard, and let all 
those whd maintain and nourish man- 
kind, by useful labors, gather around 
it, and you will soon discover the ene- 
{my that preys upon you.” 

It behoves you, fellow citizens, to 
think seriously, and to act promptly 
for yourselves, for ‘‘such things are.” 


The doctrine, that learned men make 
our best~ sentatives, 1s exproaea— 


it hath committed suicide upon itself. 
And woeful experience hath taught us, 
that they represent only themselves, 
and the privileged orders. When we 


of a building, we generally enquire how 
it was built, and of what materials it is 
constructed. Let us make the same. en-. 
quiries as regards the delegation which 
the people of New York send yearly to 
Albany as their representatives: how 
are they selected, and by whom, and of 
what materials, is the delegation consti- 
tuted? It is for you, fellow citizens, to 
say how the men should be selected, 
and what class in society they should 
be selected from—we shall endeavor to 
show of what ingredients the delegation 
has generally been composed; and we 
believe every disinterested man will ac- 
knowledge it to be a compound adverse 
to the people’s interests. ‘The compo- 
nent parts of these delegations sre nut 
unfrequently banhers or their saieilites, 
auctioneers or their associates, hungry 
office hunting latvyers, unprincipled spe- 
culators, dissipated spendthrifts, avarici- 
ous place expectants, with sometimes a 
solitary, easy twisted, mechanic crowd- 
ed in, as a palliative to to the deleterious 
compound ! 

Be united, fellow citizens, and reflect 
on these things. Ye have been too long 
habituated; in the spirit of faction, to 
vote for men entirely estranged to the 
interests of the industrious portion of 
the community ; ‘your rights and your 
property have been, to rapacious legis- 
lators, what the harmless deer of the 
forest are to the mountain panthers, a 
sport and a prey! 

It is time ye awake from your apathy, 
looking well to your own, your dearest 
interests, nnd never more be caught in 
the net by party spirit, always acting as 
becomes a brave people, ardently desi- 
rous of obtaining nothing more, than 
your natural and lawful rights. 

In this spirit go peaceably, yet fear- 
lessly, to the roLis, opposed not merely 
to men, but the corrupt system of se- 
lecting legislators; thankful to receive 
the support of every honest disinterest- 
ed man, who, like yourselves, must be 
convinced that, whatever change may 
occur, should the working men’s ticket 
succeed, there is scarcely a possibility 
that any alteration can take place for 
the worse! We conclude, fellow citi- 
zens, with the wish that, hereafter, your 
interests will be better attended to, yet, 
until they are, be ye faithful to each 
other, thinking lightly of trifling differ- 
ences, should any such arise, always 











bearing in mind the old adage, untied 


WORKING MEN AND THE 
COMMERCIAL. 

The Commercial Advertiser of the 23d of 
October contains the following editorial ob- 
servations regarding the first meeting of 
working men at Military Hall: 

A meeting, numerous as it is said, of 
mechanics and working men of this 
city, was held on Monday evening, 
pursuant to notice, at Wooster street 
Military Hall, at which a series of re- 
solutions were passed of an anarchical 
character. We observed that Mr. R. D. 
Owen was one of the secretaries, which 
accounts for the respectful manner in 
which “ priests” are spoken of. As, by 
one of the resolutions, citizens who live 
by their own labor, and none other, are 
invited to attend the next meeting, we 
marvel why this gentleman should have 
been appointed one of the scribes. We 
believe he is not an operative; unless 
being an editor of the Free Enquirer 
makes him such. The only resolutions 
of a practical kind, which we observed 
in the long string, published in the En- 
quirer of this morning, are those rela- 
ting to auctions, and to the propriety of 
giving workmen a lien on materials for 
their security. The latter subject is a 
proper one for legislative discussion ; 
and we see no reason why the interests 
of the mechanics should not be proper- 
ly represented in the legislature. 

Mr. Owen addressed the following reply, 
which was admitted into the columns of the 
Commercial of Oct. 26. 

To the Editors of the Commercial Advertiser. 
GenTLEMEN—I have just read in your 
paper of yesterday, a notice of a Me- 
chanics’ meeting in the Military Hall, 
Wooster street, in which the circum- 
stance of my being one of the secre- 
taries is adduced as explanation of the 
*“ respectful manner in which priests are 
spoken of.” 

I attended that meeting as a stranger, 
ignorant what were the objects of those 
who called it, what the measures to be 
proposed, or who the individuals who 
were to propose those measures; and f 
heard the resolutions at that meeting for 
the first time. I acted as secretary, when 
requested to do so, simply because I am 
willing at all times te aid those whom I 
believe deprived of any just rights; and 
was requested to do so, probably, be- 
cause I was believed to be friendly to 
the people’s interests; and totally with- 
out reference to my speculative opi- 
nions. 
Your insertion of this explanation 
will be an act of justice to the Me- 
chanics of this city. Their cause ought 
not, without just reason, to be associa~ 
ted with any speculative opinion: what- 


ever. It has nothing to do but with 
pravttucs -rrouiey And fricuds among 


the heterodox in faith (as the patriots 
of *76 did before them) they may surely 
be imagined to select these for some 
more practical reason, than because of 
their theoretical heterodoxy. And that 
they require enlightened friends to aid 
them by prudent suggestion, the crude, 
immaturely digested, and hastily pass- 
ed resolutions of Monday evening suffi- 
ciently prove, even to those who do 
not, like yourselves, gentlemen, consi- 
der them “anarchical.” 
Rozert Dace Owen. 
AS LOT 

Anti- Credit -System.—A_ judge in 
Nashville, (Judge Catron,) has made a 
formal address to the farmers and labor- 
ing citizens of ‘Tennessee, denouncing 
banks and the anti-credit system with 
some few exceptions. He proposes a 
call to be made upon the Legislature 
for the passage of a law at its next 
session, exempting any one ffom being 
bound as security for another, in any 
case, by word, bond, note, or endorse- 
ment, for an ordinary contract between 
man and man, excepting only security- 
ships éntered into in courts of justice. 
He ascribes the depression of agricul- 
ture to banking institutions, and usuri- 
ous money lenders; and he accordingly 
declares war againstall of them. Wiil 
it be believed, that usury is now raised 
in Nashville to from 5 to 10 per cent. per 
month? Yet such is the spirit pf the 
Judge’s remarks. Against the whole 
credit system he has taken the field, 
and boldly proposes the repeal of all 
the laws by which one man is made 
responsible for another’s debts, as se- 
curity or endorser.— Richmond Com. 





Law and Medicine.—Where can you 
go, where there are not at least twice 
as many aspirants for the practice of 
law and medicine, as can find honor- 
able subsistence and employment in 
those professions? What must be the 
occupation of these supernumeraries, 
unable to dig, ashamed to beg, and with 
minds sharpened by cultivation, study, 
pride, and ambition, and looking upon 
laws as man traps, and society as fair 
game? It is out of the question that 
there is a ruinous propensity in the 
great mass of the people, to train up 
their clildren to live by their wits in- 
stead of their industry. We know not 
how others regard this unhappy ineli- 
nation. To us it is one of the most 
fearful omens of our day. True it 
must ultimately correct itself. But 
what formidable armies of scheming 
dandies, and of wordy demagogues, 
will be forced upon the community, 





we Stand, divided we Fall. 


born to eat up the corn, and compelled 
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_ A portion-of the paper will be‘allotted to 


to raise the wind, that as moon cruisers 
and wreckers, they may profit by con- 
fusion. Mr. Este recommends that the 
pursuit of agriculture swallow up these 
supernumeraries, who, instead of ma- 
king harangues and stump speeches, 
and eulogizing king Caucus, may be 
more usefully employed to make two 
blades of wheat grow, where only one 
grew before.—F'lint’s Western Review. 








@Morking Plan’s Advocate. 


NEW YORK: 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1829. 

















WORKING MEN’S TICKET. 
ASSEMBLY. 
ALEXANDER Mine, senior, Printer. 
Freperick Frrenp, Brass Founder. 
Tuomas SxrpmMoreE, Machinist. 
Cornevius C. Buateniey, Physician. 
Rosert M. Kerrison, Whitesmith., 
AupEN Porter, Machinist. 
Amos Wiiutamson, Carpenter. 
Esenezer Wuaitine, Cooper. 
Simon CLANNON, ‘Painter. 
ExseneZzer Forp, Carpenter. 
Bensamin Mort, Grocer. 
SENATE. 
Srras Woop, of Suffolk. 

Epwarp J. Wess, of New York.- 
212 
PROSPECTUS. 

In issuing the first number of our paper 
without first circulating a prospectus, we 
have departed from long established custom ; 
but-we imagine that neither our readers nor 
ourselves will suffer any inconvenience from 
this mode of proceeding. On the contrary, 
by seeing the first number, they will be better 
enabled to judge of the character and utility 
of the paper, and we shall sooner ascertain 
whether our efforts are considered deserving 














of encouragement. 

We have long thought it very desirable, 
that the useful and industrious classes of 
this populous city should have at least a 
weekly, if ot a daily, paper devoted to their 
interests, which should freely and fearlessly 
discuss all questions of importance to them, 
and assist them in ascertaining the best and 
most effectual remedies for the evils and de- 
privations under which they are suffering ; 
and we have as long lamented our own li- 
mited means of supplying the deficiency. 
Having, however, at length determined to 
make the attempt, we shall briefly explain 
the course we intend to pursue. 

In the first place we would premise, that 
we think we see, in the state of society exist- 
ing around us, something radically wrong. 
We observe one portion of society living in 
luxury and idleness ; another, engaged in em- 


ployments whieh are useless, or worse than 
useless, to thé community at large; while 


the numerous portion to which we profess 
to belang, and of which we aspire to be the 
humble advocate, are groaning under the 





oppressions and miseries imposed upon them 
by the two former divisions—and all are suf- 
fering from the effects of vice, produced, on 
the one hand, by luxury and indolence, and 
by the ignorance consequent on poverty on 
the other. 

While, then, these divisions in society 
exist, it will be our object to draw the line as 
distinctly as possible between them, in order 
to prevent any further encrgachments on our 
equal rights by those whose interests are in 
opposition to them, and who now fatten on 
the labor of the industrious. But it shall 
be our ultimate aim to develop, as far as in 
us lies, the means*by whicii all may be placed, 
as we think they ought to be, on an equal 
footing ; so that those who now vainly seek 
for happiness by oppressing and trampling on 
the rights of their fellow beings, may be 
brought to a knowledge of the truth that all 
men ought to be equal, and that the only way. 
to enjoy true happiness ourselves, is by en- 
deavoring to promote the happiness of those 
around us. 

In furtherance of these views, we shall 
oppose the establishment of all exclusive 
privileges, all monopolies, and all exemptions 
of one class more than another from an equal 
share in the burdens of society ; all of which, 
to whatever class or order of men they are 
extended, we consider highly antirepublican, 
oppressive, and unjust. 


We consider it an exclusive privilege for 
one portion of the community to have the 
means of education in colleges, while ano- 
ther is restricted to common schools, or, per- 
haps, by extreme poverty, even deprived of 
the limited education to be acquired in those 
establishments. -Our voice, therefore, shall 
be raised in favor of a system of education 
which shall be equally open to all, as in a 
real republic it should be. 

We will oppose every thing which savors 
of a union of church and state; particularly 
the daring advances now making toward that 
union under cover of the sabbath mail question. 


To a free discussion of any subject of 
general interest to the useful classes, ou 
columns shall ever be open, provided our 
correspondents adapt the length of their com- 
munications to the importance of their sub- 
ject, and clothe them in the Janguage of 
courtesy. | : 

An ample summary of foreign and domestic 
intelligence will be given, when not excluded 
by more important matters. 


advertisements; but they will be confined to 
asmallerspace than is usual in weekly papers. 
The price of che paper will be two dollars 
a year, payable half yearly in advance—the 
first half year to be paid on delivery of the 
second number. These terms, it is thought, 
will be within the means of almost every in- 


‘dividual who may wish to subscribe for the 


paper; at the same time, a strict compliance 
with them will be absolutely necessary to 
ensure its existence. | 





TO THE WORKING MEN. 

You have now offered you, for your ap- 
proval or disapproval, the first number of a 
paper designed solely to protect and advance 
you interests—the true interests of the 
community at large; and on your decision 
depends the appearance of the second. If 
any thing is wanting to convince you of the 
necessity of supporting a paper which will 
support you, mark the conduct of the Waily 
papers of this city towards you, since you 
have taken your business into your own 
hands, and deterntined to send men to Al- 
bany of your own condition in society. The 
Courier, a few days ago, denounced your 
ticket as an Adams ticket; and yesterday, 
witha view, no doubt, to prejudice one portion 
of the community against it, talks of ** Miss 
Fanny Wright’s ticket.” The Daily Adver- 
tiser of yesterday, on the other hand, says, 
‘‘ another association have published a list of 
candidates under a different denomination, 
viz. that of laboring men. We doubt whe- 
ther they have an exclusive right to that ti- 
tle; for, if they are not belied, the Tammany 
Hall patriots work much harder than the la- 
boring men.” ‘Thus has your ticket been 
denounced by the papers of both parties, 
while not a single editor has spoken a word 
in your favor. 


tended to supply the deficiency, and, if sup- 
ported, will do it honestly and fearlessly. 
We hope, therefore, that all who think it 
deserving of support will immediately place 
their names on our subscription list. If suf- 
ficient encouragement is given, the second 
number will be published on Saturday next. 
If not, it will be published-on the first Satur- 
day after the requisite number of subscribers 
is obtained. 





The Approaching Election.—Fellow la- 
borers. and fellow citizens, the time draws 
near, when you will be called upon to give 
your suffrages for men to represent you in 
the councils of state; and it is a duty you 
owe to yourselves and your posterity—a du- 
ty-you have too long left unperformed— 


that you select men acho will represent von 
Your fathers of the revolution secured to you 


a form of government which guarantees to 
you, almost universally, the elective fran- 
chise ; but you have hitherto suffered your- 
selves to be duped out of this blessing by the 
hydra headed monster, party. You have 
been kept in leading strings by aspiring 
demagogues, who have had no one feeling 
—no interest, in common with you—men 
prompted only by ambition or avarice, and 
ready to espouse any measures, whether for 
or against your interests, which would gra- 
tify either of those propensities. Jf you 
possess the rights of freemen, you have ex- 
ercised them as the privileges of slaves. 
You have had *‘rulers”” who have made and 
multiplied laws to promote their own in- 
terests, instead of representatives to watch 
over and protect yours. It is now to be 
seen whether you will continue in the same 
course—whether you will send men to rep- 
resent you who have felt your distresses, and 
therefore know best the remedy for them— 
men from your own ranks, or whether you 
will continue to exhibit the same apathy 
which has hitherto characterized your pro- 
ceedings, by electing men who fatten on the 
fruits of your industry, and whose interest 
is therefore to keep you in ignorance of the 
true cause of your sufferings. Awake, then, 
from your slumbers; and insult not the memo- 
ries of the heroes of ’76, by exhibiting to the 
world, that what they risked their lives, their 
fortunes, and their sacred honor to obtain, 
you do not think worth preserving. 





Meeting at the Masonic Hall.—The meet- 
ing at Masonic Hall, last evening, was a glo- 
rious triumph for the working men. It is 
conjectured, from some attempts made by 
the aristocrats, at the opening of the meeting, 
to put in a chairman of their own stamp, that 
the meeting was called by the privileged 
orders. ‘The call of the meeting was anony- 
mous; but as it was advertised to be on 
‘‘ principles conducive to the local prosperity 
of the city, and the national weal,” the work- 
ing men, of course, as being most concerned 
in the advancement of those objects, com- 
posed a very large majority of the meeting, 
and carried every thing before them. 

The Courier says the “‘ Adams party” were 
captured. The * Jackson party,” alias Tam- 
many Hall party, or any other party, but the 
working men’s party, would have shared the 
same fate, had they attended, which we are 
not sure was notthecase. (See the proceed- 
ings of the meeting.) 

It will be perceived, by the contents of our 
first and last pages, that the working classes 





The Worxine Man’s Apvocare is in- | 


phia and elsewhere, are aroused to a sense 
of their situation, and prepared to take 
measures to throw off the galling yoke un- 
der which they have so long groaned. And 
time was it to arouse—time was it for the 
useful and industrious classes—the real pro- 
ducers of all the wealth of the community— 
to arouse, when a peaceful, orderly, and 
truly republican meeting, assembled to de- 
vise means to obtain a redress of grievances, 
was denounced as ‘‘ANARCHICAL,” by the 
servile editor of a paper devoted to the in- 
terests of the aristocracy and privileged or- 
ders. But that time has arrived, and soon- 
er or later wil] the ballot boxes tell a tale to 
those who now vegetate in luxurious indo- 
lence on the hard earnings of honest indus- 
try, and those who prostitute the liberty of 
the press to their interests, that shall make 
them feel their dependence on the classes 
whom they now domineer over as slaves. 
The working classes have taken the field, 
and never will they give up the contest till 
the power that oppresses them is annihila- 
ted. The hydra headed monster, PARTY, 
must submit to the Genius of Republican- 
ism. 

On our last page will be found the mani- 
festo, if it may be so called, of an associa- 
tion lately formed in this city, ‘for the pro- 
tection of industry, and for the promotion of 
national education.” This Association hold 
regular public meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The next, (on next Tues- 
day,) will be held at the Hall of Science, 
Broome street. 

A similar society has been formed in 
Philadelphia, and we hope soon to be éna- 
bled to announce the formation of societies 
on the same principles, in all the principal 
cities and towns in the United States. 





It is asserted by some, that. the working 
men are creating sectional divisions, injuri- 
ous to the interests of society. We shall 
create divisions it is true, for a time: there 
will be two sections—the industrious and 
productive class, and the idle and nonpro- 
ductive ; in other words, the useful and the 
useless. If the former have hitherto support- 
ed the latter, and have at last discovered the 
secret that they can exist without them, who 
will say they shall continue-to administer 
to their luxury and idleness? If the na- 
tional hive is full, should the bees be expelled, 
or the drones ? 





The Working Men of Philadelphia.— 
Our brethren of Philadelphia, at their late 
election, have given the death blow to par- 


ty aristocraey in that city and county, and 
practioally awhihited 4. m= wt +l. 41 
vantages of union and cooperation. Last 
year the working men polled from three to 
four hundred votes ;—this year, they have 
polled about 2400, and elected several mem- 
bers of the legislature and city council. 

The following reflections on the result of 
the election are from the Mechanic’s Free 
Press: 

The Progress of Principle.—The long 
agony is over: the election is concluded. 
We hope all who have taken an active 
part in it are as well satisfied as the work- 
ing men. It is truly gratifying to us to ob- 
serve the progress of our principles. Some 
persons may be weak enough to say, we 
are beaten. Notso: we are making ra- 
pid strides towards victory. If we were 
contending for men, then indeed we should 
consider ourselves defeated: but we are 
contending for principle; and therefore a 
mere increase of numbers, an addition to 
our strength, is like driving in the wedge a 
little further, and gives us assurance of 
final success. What was our condition 
last year? A little band, we did not dare 
to divide our strength into ward meetings ; 
we called one meeting for the city, and two 
for the county, went to the polls, lifted up 
our voice for principle, and polled some 
three or four hundred votes. Without in- 
fluence, without education, poor and despi- 
sed, we maintained our ground; we used 
tongue and pen; we labored during the 
day, and in the evening met to take coun- 
sel; we invited our fellow laborers to com- 
mune with us; we saw the work prosper 
in our hands. Emboldened by the access- 
ion of new helpers, we ventured this year 
to take our stand in ward meetings; and, 
though we met with much indirect and di- 
rect opposition, behold the result—behold 
the progress of principle—we have polled | 
in the city and county about 2400 Votes! ! 

Are we beaten? Those who are victors 
in the contest may say, with Pyrrhus, “a 
few more such victories, and we are ru- 
ined.” 

What have the working men declared 
by their votes? They have declared that 
their interests have been neglected, and 
they mean to see to them themselves— 
that Federalism and Democracy are only 
names, made use of by party leaders, for 
selfish purposes—that we must have a 
change, not of men only, but of'measures ; 
that unjust laws have been made, and just 
laws neglected—that artificial mental ine- 
quality, or education for one and abandon- 
ment for another, is antirepublican, (or, to 
use a more simple word, wnjust)—that pa- 
per money is a public fraud—that lotteries 
are allowed that affluent knowledge may 
cheat indigent ignorance—in fine, they 
have declared that one man is as good as 
another; the welfare of one 1s of as much 
consequence as the welfare of another. 


It would be curious to canvass the pre- 
tensions of the two great parties. The 
Federalists assert that competent men are 
needed to forward the great internal im- 
provements of the state, on which depends 
the welfare of the city. Se itso: we have 
always felt loath to say anything against 





of New York, as well as those of Philadel- 


s 


internal improvement; bit we cannot help 


have the internal improvemente of New 
York state done for the working men of 
New York city? Is it not a noforious fact, 
that the working people of New York are 
now much depressed? Then let us ask the 
question, If the canals of New York have 
not benefited the working people there, is 
it not idiotism to expect a different result 
here? So long asthe causes exist which 
keep poor-and wretched the working peo- 
ple of New York, in spite of their canals, 
so long will the working people here be 
poor and wretched, notwithstanding all the 
canals and railroads which ever entered 
into the calculation of a projector. 

The Democrats have promised little; 
they have relied on the magic of their 
name. In the county, split into two fac- 
tions, the contest has been entirely perso- 
nal. But it is worthy of remark, that the 
Bank question has been lightly touched 
among them, in such a way, as to induce 
the belief that they will feel themselves 
obliged to sustain their falling power, to 
take sides on this great subject. Could 
the election have been postponed for ano- 
ther month, the Democrats of the county 
would have been precipitated on the whole 
question, in spite of their coward caution. 
In the city, it was thought advisable to con- 
ciliate popular feeling, by posting election 
bills denouncing the ‘‘ Pennsylvania Bank,” 
and all monied monopolies. All this is the 
grey streak of the morning’s dawn. 

Cr 


GREAT PUBLIC MEETING. 
At a very large and respectable Public 

Meeting of the Electors of the City 

and County of New York, convened 

for the purpose of adopting a ticket 
which should be supported without 
reference to party, but on principles 
couducive tu the local prosperity of 
the City, and to the national weal, 
at the Masonic Hall, in the city of 

New York, on Friday evening, Oct. 

30, 1829, Joseph C. Stanley was 

called to the Chair, and John Doug- 

lass appointed Secretary. 

On motion, Resolved, that the reso- 
lutions adopted by the General Meet- 
ing of Mechanics and other Working 
Men, at the Wooster street Military 
Hall, on Friday the 23d instant, be 
read to this meeting. 

The resolutions were read and unani- 
mously adopted, when it was 

Resolved, 'That this meeting approve 
of the Working Men's Ticket for as- 
sembly and senate, nominated at the 
above meeting, — 

After several very appropriate ad- 
dresses to the meeting, the proceedings 
of a public meeting of mechanics’ and 
other working men, called by the Asso- 
ciation for the Protection of Industry 
and for the Promotion of National 
Education, the same evening, were 
read, and the resolutions passed at that 


The Working Men’s Ticket was 
then distinctly read, with the occupa- 
tions of the candidates, and the mea- 
sures they were pledged to support, 
and was received with a universal burst 
of applause. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of 
this meeting be published in all the 
papers favorable to the cause. 

JOSEPH C. STANLEY, 
Chairman. 
Joun Dovatass, Secretary. 








PUBLIC MEETING. 

At a public meeting of mechanics, and 
others favorable to their interests, 
convened by public advertisement of 
the Society for the Protection of In- 
dustry and the Promotion of Nation- 
al Education, and held at Military 
Hall, Wooster street, on Friday, the 
30th October, 1829, for the purpose 
of cooperating with the General 
Meetings, lately held at the same 
place by the working men, J. Bruce 
Chairman, and J. Baxter and R. D. 
Owen, Secretaries, the following re- 
solutions were separately discussed 
and unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That it has become the 

duty of the people to enquire into the 

causes of their distresses, and to ex- 
press their opinion in relation thereto. 
Resolved, In the opinion of this meet- 
ing, that any peaceful and effectual 
measure which shall tend permanently 
to equalize the possession of landed 


'and all other property, will prove emi- 
nently useful to society. 


Resolved, 'That hitherto, in this re- 
public, professing the principles of 
equality, there has been, in practice, a 
most unequal division division of wealth, 
powers, and privileges. 

Resolved, 'That the most injurious 
species of inequality, is that produced 
by unequal education, and that a Na- 
tional System of Education and guar- 
diauship, which shall furnish to all the 
children of the land, equal food, cloth- 
ing, and instruction, at the public ex- 
pense, is the only effectual remedy for 
this, and for almost every other species 
of injustice. 

Resolved, That all monopolies are 
contrary to the genius of republican. 
institutions, and injurious to the inter- 
ests of a free people, and that charter- 
ed banks, licensed auctions, and cler- 
ical exemption from taxation, are among 


‘the number. 


Resolved, however, That in the opi- 
nion of this meeting, it is unwise hastily 
to urge on important innovations ; and 
that it behooves us, before attempting 
lany minor reforms, to unite our efforts 





[and our votes to carry through our state 


asking, at this time, the question, What | loglstature, the great regener 





sure of a National Education, which 
shall secure to every child whic 
to the republic, an enlightened, prac- 
tical, and systematic course of instruc- 
tion, including the knowledge of at 
least one trade, or other useful occu- 
pation, and a comfortable maintenance 
during that course of instruction, at the 
public expense ; assisted, if it should 
be judged expedient, by a moderate tax 
on each parent. 

Resolved, That all other modes of 
reform are, compared to this, partial, 
ineffectual, temporary, or trifling. 

Resolved, That a general lien law, 
to extend to all the objects of industry, 
is loudly called for, to protect, as far as 
practicable, those who produce all the 
wealth of society, and secure to them 
their honest earnings. 






teaches us, that we have little to hope 
from the privileged orders of society, 
that honesty is better than eloquence, 
and just Jaws than brilliant speeches ; 
and that, therefore, it is the people’s duty 
to endeavor to find among the industri- 
ous classes, who live by their own la- 
bor, men capable of representing their 
interests in the leBislature; and, hav-. 
ing found these, to elect them in prefer- 
ence to men of any other class. 

Resolved, howevet, That although 
those who live by their own labor are 
the fittest representatives of a laboring 
people, no honest man, whatever his 
class, may be justly excluded from no- 
mination. : - 

Resolved, 'That we will support as 
candidates for members of assembly, or 
of the senate, those men, and those 
men only, whom we believe to be fa- 
vorable to a National System of Edaca- 
tion. 

Resolved, That if any candidate, 
elected to any office whatever, should, 
in word or deed, seek to oppose the 
passing of a law for the promotion of 
National Education, as in a former re- 
solution defined, we will for ever after, 
(until equivocal evidence be afforded of 
a conscientious change of opinion in 
that candidate,) withhold our votes from 
him, be his class, talents, profession, or 
political creed what it may. 

JOHN BRUCE, ‘CA’n. 

Jno. BAXTER, Yang 

Rosert Date Owen, } Sec'ries. 

ND 


Meteor.—We saw from our office, 
on Saturday evening last, at about 10 
o’clock, avery brilliant meteor. It 
made its appearance at about 45 de- 
grees above the southern horizon; its 
transit was from east to west; and its 





}——+--as aecompapied by an explosion 


resembling distant thunder. The me- 
teor was also. seen by other persons in 
this vicinity.—Rutland Herald. 





Don Miguel.—A correspondent of 
the Daily Advertiser says— That ac- 
cording to the late news, the kingdom 
of Angola, in Africa, one of the most 
valuable and extensive possessions of 
Portugal, has thrown off the yoke of 
Miguel, and proclaimed D. Maria II. ; 
and in this revolt in favor of the proper 
authorities, one life only, it seems, was 
lost—that of the Governor, for oppo- 
sing the public will.”"—Morn. Herald. 


Virginia Convention.—The report of 
the Legislative Committee was brought 
in by Mr. Madison on Saturday last. It 
was made a standing order that the Con- 
vention should every day resolve itself 
into a committee of whole on the exist- 
ing Constitution, and such propositions 
as should be submitted. Several pro- 
positions and substitutes were offered, 
and the Convention adjourned until 
Monday at 11 o’clock.— Jb. 


h: & a meeting of the Painters of the city 
and county of New York, held on the 
28th inst. the following resolution-was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved, 'That a general meeting of the 
Painters of this city and county, be held at 
Harmony Hall, on Monday evening next, 
Nov. 2d, at half past seven o’clock, to con- 
cert measures in aid and support of the As- 
sembly Ticket of the mechanics and other 
working men, nominated at Military Hall, 
Wooster street, on Monday evening, 26th 
inst. GEO. T. BEAKEY, Ch’n. 

Micn’z Ryan, Sec’y. Oct. 31. It 


CIOCIETY OF FREE ENQUIRERS. 
—A Lecture will be delivered before the 
Society of Free Enquirers, at their room, 
corner of Hester street and the Bowery, to- 
morrow afternoon, at 3 o’clock, by a mem- 
ber of the Society. 

In the evening, the Debate will be con- 
tinued, on the following question: ‘“ Are 
the events of the physical world governed by a 
superintending providence, or are they the ef: 
fects of laws inherent in nature itself.” | 

Doors open at half past 6 o’clock—Debate 
to commence at 7. Oct.31. It 














APER HANGINGS, TRUNKS, and 
BANDBOXES.—Francis Pares, No. 
379 Pearl street, nearly opposite Oak street, 
keeps constantly on hand, for sale, an exten- 
sive assortment of Paper Hangings, imported 
directly from Paris; also, of his own manu- 
facture, Pedlars’, Merchants’, and Fancy 
Trunks, wholesale and retail; Bandboxes in 
nests for shipping, and in any other quantity 
to suit purchasers. 
{(>> Rooms papered in the neatest_man-~ 
ner. Oct. 29. 


- 


UST PUBLISHED, and for sale at 40 
J Thompson street, Voltaire’s Philosophi- 








eal Dictionary—price 75 cents. Oct. $1. 


. sh 
is born 


Resolved, That past experience 
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classes and the state of the public 


- ASSOCIATION schools, respectfully report:— 


FOR THE PROTECTION OF INDUSTRY, | 
AND FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
NATIONAL EDUCATION. 
Reasons for the formation of the As- 
sociation. Because industry is at pre- 
sent unprotected, oppressed, despised, 
and indirectly deprived of its just re- 
ward; and because there is in this re- 
public no system of education befitting 
a republic; none which secures the 
equal maintenance, protection, and in- 
struction of youth—of the children of 
the poor man as of the rich; none 
which is at once free from sectarian and 
clerical influences, and from aristocra- 
tical distinctions ; none which is calcu- 
lated to induce in the rising generation 
those habits of industry, those princi- 
les of sound morality, those feelings 
of brotherly love, together with those 
solid intellectual acquirements, which 
are necessary to secure to all the fair 
exercise of those equal political rights 
set forth in the institutions of the land. 

Means by which the Association may 
attain its object. By procuring and pub- 
lishing information as to the actual con- 
dition of the working classes, and the 
actual remuneration for industry. By 
investigating the causes which depress 
industry aud produce crime and suf- 
fering; and the measures which pro- 
tect: and favor industry, and which 
check oppression and vice. 

By procuring information as to the 
state of public schools, as to the influence 
which rules them, and as to the value of 
the instruction they impart. By consi- 
dering the practical means which are 
in the hands of the people to establish, 
through their representatives, a state sys- 
tem of education. 

By printing and circulating tracts, cal- 
culated to give information to the people 
on these important subjects. 

By corresponding regularly with simi- 
lar societies in other towns and cities. 

By promoting the gradual extension 
of the Association through all the states 
of the Union. 

And, generally, by watching over the 
great interests of the people—a most 
necessary and most neglected duty; and 
by noting and proclaiming the influence, 
and opposing the success, of every mea- 
sure that tends to injure or oppress them. 

Character of the Association. {tshall 
be such as to exclude no honest man. 
All who sign their names as members, 
shall be considered as having thereby 
expressed “‘ THEIR INTENTION TO ASSIST 
IN DEFENDING THE RIGHTS AND PROMO- 
TING THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE, 
AND IN CARRYING THROUGH THE STATE 


LEGISLATURES A SYSTEM or EQUAL 
REPUBLICAN EDUCATIVUW. 


Although such an Association may 
expect to find the true friends of equal 
justice and popular instruction chiefly 
among the iudustrious classes, and may 
therefore reasonably be distrustful of 
others, it will not prejudge nor exclude 
any man, be his class what it may. 

It will not meddle with speculative 
opinions; neither with religion, nor with 
irreligion. . These are matters between 
each man and hisown conscience. He 
who has faith, let him have it to himself ; 
he who is religious, let him be religious 
in his closet when the door is shut, but 
not in public—not in an Association 
whose object is to discuss and reform 
temporal concerns. Plans for this world, 


and hopes of another, are two distinct 
things, that had better be kept separate ; 
for men may agree about the one, while 
they will probably quarrel about the 


other. 


State religion and monied ascendancy 
have done much harm to the people in 
It be- 
hoves an Association, therefore, which 
has in view the benefit of the people, to 
watch the political movements of the 
If the clergy, for- 
getting that they profess to be the ser- 
vants of one whose kingdom is not of | 
this world, intermeddle with temporal | 
matters, a popular Association ought to 
thwart all such mischievous and unre- 
If the rich, 
presuming on their riches, attempt to 
carry measures for themselves and 
against the laboring classes, a popular 
Association ought to thwart all such 
mischievous and unrepublican attempts. 
But, though it be hard for a rich man, ! 


every age and in evety nation. 


clergy and the rich. 


publican intermeddling. 


or for a clergyman, honestly to espouse 
the cause of the people against monied 
and clerical oppression, the Association 


will exclude neither. 
if they see fit. 
will. 
aright, the people will be the gainers 


Let both join it 


If otherwise, the people are neither 
blind nor asleep; their eyes are open 
and their tongues are free: they can 
judge what is said, and they can reply 


to it. 


The character of the Association, 
then, is not exclusive and not sectarian. 


It is NATIONAL. 





A REPORT 


Of the Stasding Committee of the New 
York “* Association for the Protec- 
tion of Industry, and for the promo- 
tion of National Education.” made 
ata meeting of the Association, held 
at the Hall of Science, on Tuesday 


evening, Sept. 22, 1829. 


The Standing Committee, appointed 


_ That although there means of in- 


formation concerning the objects of their 

appointment have, as yet, been very 
limited, enough facts have come to their 
‘knowledge to convince them that no ef- 
fectual remedy can be applied to allevi- 
ate the extensive and increasing distress 
of the working classes, short of a “ na- 
tional republican system of education 
for all the children of the land.” 


Your commettee have ascertained 


that the distress among mechanics, in 


this city, is almost universal; the only 
exceptions being such branches as are 
engaged in the production of luxuries 
and superfluities. This distress is equal- 
ly participated by the employers and 
the employed, and is chiefly occasioned 
by the introduction, to every business, 
of a large and disproportionate number 
of apprentices; in consequence of the 


very eurly age, apprentices to some busi- 


ness which will take the burthen of 
their maintenance and education off 
The result of this over- 


their hands. 


inability of parents to support their 
children at schools, and their being 
thereby compelled to bind them, at a 


though perhaps one third would be near- 
er the truth, the result will be as follows: 
Whole number of children between 5 
and 15 years of age, - + 52,300 
Ditto, attending public 7 
schools - - - - 10,000 
Ditto - - private do. 17,500 
Ditto - - Sunday do. 

600 


not before included, 
Ditto withdrawn before 
the age of 15, - - 12,100 40,200 





Leaving 12,100 
“'TweELve THousaAND CHILDREN, be- 
tween five and fifteen years of age, en- 
tirely destitute of the means of instruc- 
tion. 

“ This computation leaves out of view 
all those children of tenderer years, who 
ought to be introduced into infant 
schools. . 

‘“‘If we would preserve our free in- 
stitutions, the means of education must 
coextensive with the right of suffrage. 

* Although the knowledge of an in- 
dividual may not always be accompanied 
with corresponding virtue, yet we hold 
it to be certain, that politically consi- 
dered, the community will always be 
more or less virtuous as they are more 


journeymen, inadequate wages, and un- 


Let both speak, if they 
If they speak well and advise 


plus of apprentices to the different me- 
chanical branches, is, to the employers, 
a reduction of the price of their pro- 
ductions to less than their real value, in 
consequence of the market being glut- 
ted, and frequently a sudden and ruin- 
ous stagnation of business ;—to the 


certainty of employment to such an ex- 
tent, that in some trades many are 
known to be out of employ, on an ave- 
rage, six months out of the twelve ;— 
to the apprentices, adeprivation, almost 
entirely, of the means of education, and 
a sentence to a long and unnecessary 
term of servitude, frequently little bet- 
ter than slavery ;—and fo all, the innu- 
merable evils of overproduction. 

In relation tothe state of the public 
schools, the most authentic information 
your committee have been able to ob- 
tain is contained in the following ex- 
tracts from the “ Address of the Trus- 
tees of the -Public School Society in 
the City of New York, to their fellow 
citizens, respecting the extension of 
their public schools,” made in the last 
year; and they feel assured, (to adopt 
the language of that address,) that “A 
full knowledge of our condition cannot 
but produce a universal conviction that 
our present system of instruction is in- 
adequate to our wants.” 
‘Provision is made by law for ascer- 
taining in all other parts of the state, 
the number of children between the ages 
of 5 and 15, and also the whole num- 


DET UMMUNITY MIstructcuy, aiuto maT 
to be regretted that it does not extend 
to this city. It appears by the Report 
of the Secretary of State for 1827, that 
in other parts of the state, the ratio of 
scholars in the public and other schools 
to the whele population, was as 1 to 5— 
1 to 4—and 1 to 3; and that these are 
about the average ratios which prevail 
throughout the state, with the exception 
of this city. In this city the ratio is 
less than 1 to 7, supposing the popula- 
tion to have advanced with the same 
rapidity since 1825, as in the preced- 
ing five years. 7 
“If we adopt for our city the propor- 
tion furnished by the above report, and 
founded upon actual official returns, be- 
tween the whole population, and the 
children within the ages above mention- 
ed, the result will be that we had 45,300 
of these children in 1825, when our po- 
puletion was but 166,000. If the in- 
crease of our population since 1825 has 
been in the same ratio as from 1820 to 
1825, we must add to this number of 
children more than 7000, making the 
whole number 52,300. About 10,000 
children are taught at our public and 
charity schools. It was ascertained by 
a committee of teachers, about four or 
five years since, that we had 200 male 
schools. Jt is a liberal allowance to 
suppose the female schools equally nu- 
merous. If we add to these numbers 
100 schools, and allow 35 scholars to 
each school, which we are persuaded is 
an over estimate, we have 17,500 for 
the private schools. 
‘We have no means of ascertaining 
the number of Sunday scholars who go 
to no other schools. But it is evident, 
that this number cannot be large, be- 
cause the whole number of scholars in 
Sunday schools does not exceed that in 
»|the public schools by more than 2,000, 
and because we know that a large pro- 
portion of Sunday scholars attend pri- 
-| vate schools. 

‘From the best inquiries we have been 
able to make, the number of these scho- 
lars who attend no other schools does 
not exceed one in twenty, or 600 in the 
whole. 

“The result of these estimates is, 
that we have twenty-four thousand two 
‘| hundred children, within the ages of 5 
and 15, who attend no school what- 
ever. 

‘A large number of children, princi- 
pally boys, are taken from school as 
soon as they arrive at 14, and some even 
at 12 years of age, to be bound out to 
service, and others are withdrawn even 
at ten years of age for other purposes. 
If we allow one half of the whole num- 
‘ber above méntioned to*have been with- 














te ascertain the eondition of the work- 


or less enlightened. All private interests 
harmonize in the public good, and the 
more clearly this is perceived, the more 
will a single view to the public welfare 
be regarded as the test of public spirit, 
and the just measure of popular favor. 


power of the people is generally em- 
ployed for what seems to them their 
own good, we must abandon all the 
theories of a republican government. | 
If this power be thus employed, we 
need only enlighten the mind which 
directs it, and it is our fault if it be not 
found on the side of virtue and patriot- 
ism. 


“If it be not true that the political 


by such an union and intercourse, that 
the real worth of outward distinction is. 
pereeived—that the highest rewards of 
merit are felt to be equally offered to all 
—that the jealousies, which’are too apt 
to arise from difference of condition, are 
melted away—and that the relations 
which subsist between the different 
classes of society are felt to be relations 
of mutual advantage and dependence, 
and not those of hostility. 

‘It is obvious, from what we have al- 
ready said, that these schools should be 
supported from the public revenue, 
should be public property, and should 
be open to all, not as charity, but as a 
matter of common right. 

‘Those who are without education, 
must always be a degraded caste, having 
no prospect of a material improvement 
in there condition. 

“The more the community is enlight- 
ened, the more equally will its burden 
be borne. It has not, perhaps, been 
sufficiently considered by political eeon- 
omists, that national wealth chiefly pro- 
ceeds from the activity of mind. and 
must therefore be proportioned to the 
extent and universality of its develop- 
ment. There is a striking illustration 
of this truth, in a lecture not long since 
delivered by Baron Dupin before one of 
the Institutes of Paris. It appears by 
his statement that, in some parts of 
France, those who are educated are 1- 
10th, in others 1-20th, in others only 
1-229th part of the whole population ; 
and that the national revenue of these 





‘* Let it be remembered that the un- 


educated and unenlightened must ne- | great a saving in the expenses of educa- 
cessarily be the mere playthings and | ting our children would result from 
tools of political ambition. Those base | large establishments, under a proper su- 
men who pervert their station, or abuse 
the public confidence fur private pur- 
poses, have nothing to fear but from 
just sentiment and enlightened opinion. 
Prejudice and ignorance are the very 
elements from whiclr proceed all popu- 
lar error, confusion, and violence. It is 
the business of education to purify this 
atmosphere, and to drive out the pesti- 
lence. The hand which perchance may 
wield the public destinies, is nothing in 
itself; it is the terrible engine which it 
puts in motion which alone is to be 


dreaded. 


} 
} 


“It may not be without just cause 


that, in some other countries, it is con- 


sidered a dangerous thing to enlighten 
t110 pevpe 
of their political power is settled ; and, 


if they are true to themselves, it is set- 
tled for ever. 
power in their hands, and to enabie 
them to exercise it with wisdom. 
laboring classes have been justly called 
the back bone and sinews of the repub- 


ae weg "Teese seerQ Seow Wow wet 


We wish to keep that 


The 


lic. It is not enough that they know 


(how to read, write, and ,cast accounts. 


We wish them to enjoy the pleasures, 
as well as other advantages, of intellec- 
tual occupation. We wish them to feel 
that virtue is the first distinction among 
men, and knowledge the second, and to 


these truths. 
‘‘ Entertaining these views, we hold 
that theré is no object of greater mag- 


of competent schools. 


and security. 


ciety. 


clusive of all expenses of building. 


amounted to %70,000. 


sive of about $4,400, received from pay 


and the Manumission Societies. 


ciety. 
struction, which are offered to the poor 


provided. 


sons of all ranks and conditions in life 


age. 

















drawn from school before the age of 15, 


lcated together. 


be themselves the grcat examplar of 


nitude within the whole range of legisla- 
tion—no more imperative demand for 
public revenue, than the establishment 
We hold that, 
in the nature of things, nothing can be 
better entitled to a share of the public 
revenue, than that from which private 
and public wealth derive all their value 
In short, our schools are 
the very foundation upon which rest the 
peace, good order, and prosperity of so- 


‘*The money expended upon public 
schools in Boston, in the year 1826, 
amounted to upwards of $54,000, ex- 


From the best information we can ob- 
tain, the expenditures of that city, for 
the same object, during the past year, 


‘‘'The whole revenue of the Public 
School Society of New York, exclu- 


scholars, for the year ending on the first 
of May last, was less than $20,000. 
This sum includes all the public mo- 
neys expended upon common schools, 
except $2,155.50 cents distributed to 
the Mechanics’, the Orphan Asylum, 


‘** We desire to see our public schools 
so endowed and provided, that they shall 
be equally desirable for all classes of so- 
To effect this, the means of in- 


should be the very best which can be 
This is no mere fanciful 
theory. The advantages of a free in- 
tercourse and competition between per- 


as exhibited in the Edinburgh High 
School, have been admirably ilfustrated 
by one of the first British orators of the 
He regarded such an institution 
as invaluable in a free state; because, 
to use his own language, men of the 
highest and Jowest rank in the commu- 
nity sent their children there to be edu- 
The practical benefi- 


districts is nearly in corresponding ra- 
tios. Nay, more, that these proportions 
are not materially varied by the most 
striking superiority or inferiority of sdil 
and climate. 

‘It would be impossible, without go- 
ing too much into detail, to show how 


perintendance. Suffice it to say, that, 
as far as experiments have been made, 
the results have been greater and more 
satisfactory than could haye been ex- 
pected.* 

* We will not anticipate objections. 
It is impossible that there can be two 
parties in this community, one in favor 
of education, and one against it. We 
have none among us who are the avow- 
ed advocates of popular ignorance. 
The blessings of generations yet un- 
born await the success of our efforts. 
In their behalf, as well as our own, we 
make our solemn appeal to all classes, 
in the name of humunity, and of free- 
dom. We would say to those who are 


ece-etew ees-- sis sine elas 
that the best security for their prosperity 
and their privileges, is to be found in 
their greatest-possible diffusion. ‘To 
those who belong to its humbler ranks, 
we would suggest, that no more honor- 
able oceasion was ever offered for the 
exercise of that political power which 
our free constitution has given equally 
to all.” 

Your committee regret that their 
|means of information relating to the 
objects of the Association have been 
so contracted ; but they hope, by addi- 
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tent ; but it is the 
ernment to soften an 
much as possible, and in no case to in- 
crease them. 


cence of this sy is attested by the] Naturalin alities among men does, 
noble institutions of a sister city. It.is| and always will, exist toa certain ex- 


of a wise gov- 
modify them as 


This, we believe-to be the spirit and 
very essence of our excellent constitu- 


which many of our laws have upon the 
community, and compare the situation 
of the laboring classes with that of 
others, it would seem as if our legisla- 
tures were acting upon principles di- 
rectly the reverse, and were endeavor- 
ing to increase these distinctions by 
throwing all the power and wealth of 
the country into the hands of the few, 
and leaving the many wholly unpro- 
tected, against the oppressive monopo- 
lies which have been established by law. 
No system of education,which a free- 
man can accept, has yet been estab- 
lished, for the poor; whilst thousands 
of dollars of the public money have been 
appropriated for building colleges and 
academies for the rich. 

No law has been passed, calculated 
to raise the price of the poor man’s la- 
bor; but yet, the whole community has 
been taxed, by heavy tariff duties upon 
foreign importations, in order that rich 
men may build up manufactories. 
Banks, and other privileged corpora- 
tions, are increasing without number 
throughout the land, all tending by their 
power to monopolize business and con~ 
trol the circulating medium, to strength- 
en the aristocracy, and reduce the pow- 
er of the farmer, mechanic, and labor- 
er. 

The effect already is, that one half 
of society are.the slaves of etiquette, 
and the other of excessive labor. 

The hardest labor is made the least 
productive; and the most useless drones 
of society are the best paid. 

One class is doomed to toil for bread, 
and another privileged to wanton in 
luxurious idleness. 

The producers of wealth are poor 
and dependent, whilst the consumers are 
rich and powerful. 

Therefore, Resolved, That in the 
opinion of this meeting, it is the duty 
of working men to unite their efforts, 
to have the laws made and administer- 
ed more in conformity with the spirit 
of republican principles. 

Resolved, That we form ourselves 
into a political association, similar to 
those already formed in other parts of 
the state, and that we make it a part of 
our duty to examine and discuss all the 
political questions, upon which we are 
called upon to pass judgment, by our 


votes at the general elections. 
Dn Tnod, Wiset tho proceedings of 


this meeting be signed by the chairman 
and secretary, and published in the 
Penn Banner. 
JOHN KINNEAR, Ch’n. 
Joun Dare, Sec’y. 








RUCE’S VEGETABLE CQM- 

POUND, an Infallible and Safe Re- 
medy for the Ague and Intermittent Fevers. 
—This remedy has never been known to fail 
in a single instance; and the proprietor of 
the recipe thinks it a duty he owes to society 
to give publicity to a medicine so certain 
and so safe. It will give relief in cases of 








tions to their numbers, and otherwise, 
hereafter to be enabled to lay before 
you all the facts that are of importance 
to the purposes for which you are asso- 
ciated. In the mean time, they suggest 
to you the propriety of each member of 
the Association furnishing such infor- 
mation to the standing committee, in 
writing, relating to the state of his par- 
ticular trade, or profession, as he may 
consider of importance. 

Your committee also suggest to you 
the necessity of calling public meetings 
of this Association in each of the wards, 
and of organizing committees of vigil- 
ance in each of them; and a general 
committee, to consist of delegates from 
each of the ward committees, whose 
duty it shall be to select and nominate 
suitable persons for all the offices in the 
gift of the people at the ensuing elec- 
tion, who are devoted to, and will pledge 
themselves to the support of the true in- 
terests of the producing classes, and first 
of all, a national republican education 
for all the children of the republic. 

By order of the committee. 
Grorce H. Evans, 
Ch’n pro tem. 
Joun Atwaise, Sec’y. 





, 
*The expense of terching 7,044 pupils in Boston, 
in 1826, in the public schools, was $54,417. 


$97,305. 


higher grades of education. 
CY 
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pointed secretary, when, on motion 


,| were unanimously adopted : 





dent. 


The 
expence of 3,392 pupils, in private schools, was 
Something ought, probably, to be allow- 
ed for there being a greater proportion of scholars in 
the private than in the public schools engaged in the 


At a meeting of the working men of 
Philipsburgh, Pa. held on Saturday eve- 
ning, September 26, John Kinnear was 
called to the chair, and John Dale ap- 


the following preamble and resolutions 


In a free government, founded upon 
the authority of the people, and insti- 
tuted for their peace, happiness, and 
safety, no artificial distinctions or ine- 
qualities ought to be tolerated by law, 
inasmuch as the first principle of nature 
as well as republicanism, is, that all 
men are born equally free and indepen- | © « 


Coughs, Colds, or Dyspepsia, having a ten- 
dency to create an appetite and promote di- 
| gestion. In all cases of Internal Debility, 
| it will have a beneficial effect, and may be 


This Medicine is perfectly harmless in its 
nature, and contains nothing that can injure 
the most delicate person; and is a most ex- 
cellent article to give tochildren. ‘The pro- 
prietor having ascertained its beneficial ef- 
fects by using it in his own family, hesitates 
not to say that, after a long trial, without 
success, of the remedies usually resorted to 
in such cases, under care of two skilful phy- 
sicians of this city, it has saved the life of 
one of his daughters. 
The Vegetable Compound will be put up 
in bottles, and sold by the proprictor, No. 
94 Beekman street, by whom a large dis- 
count will be allowed to dealers, aud by the 
following persons, appointed agents: Pa- 
trick Dickie, Draggist, 413 Broadway, cor- 
ner of Lispenard street; J. & W. 'Towns- 
end, Druggists, corner of Beekman and Wa- 
ter streets; Place & Soulliard, Druggists, 
Park row, second door from the Theatre; 
snd by the principal Druggists in America. 
Certificates from various individuals in 
this city and elsewhere have been obtained, 
and will be shown on application to the pro- 
prietor. Oct. 29. 


State of New York, Secretary’s Office, 
Albany, August 28th, 1829. 
Qi! hereby give notice, that, at the next. 
General Election, a Senator is tote cho- 
sen forthe First Senate District, in the place 
of Joshua Smith, whose term of office will 
expire on the last day of December, 1829. 
Alse a Senatorin the place of Robert Bogar- 
dus, resigned, whose term will expire on the 
last day of December, 1830. 
A. C. FALGG, 
Secretary of State. 
To the Sheriff, Clerk, or First Judge of the 
city and couty of New York. 
The above is the copy of a notice received 
by me from the Secretary of State. 
ws: JAMES SHAW, Sheriff. 


THE 
WORKING MAN’S ADVOCATE, 
IS PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY 
GEORGE H. EVANS, 
At No. 40 Thompson street. 
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tion, but yet when we look at the effect” * 


taken with perfect safety by age or infaney. - 
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